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Three Acquisitions for Eagles, Eiders, and Old Qrowth

12-acre Hog Island in Cobscook Bay protects
bald eagle nesting habitat.
Please see page 4 ■

Big Reed’s towering trees,
some of which reach heights
of 200 feet.

Big Reed Forest
Reserve Addition
uring the 17th and 18th centuries,
the Northeast was an empire of
trees that seemed to hold the promise
of an endless resource to early European
settlers. In Maine alone, 17 million acres
of primeval forests covered the land
scape. The northern forest lands were
the first frontier of the New World, and
pioneers were drawn by the natural
wealth of spruce, white pine, and hard
wood trees that often towered at heights
of 200 feet or more.
By the mid- to late-1800s, however,
most of the great trees in Maine were
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Continued on page 3

North Libby Island, 90 acres, supports significant
populations of nesting seabirds and rare plants.
Please see page 3.
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much more effectively and efficiently
ext month, you will receive the
than if each chapter had to provide
Maine Chapter’s Annual Appeal.
Last month, you received an annualthose services for itself. In addition, the
national annual appeal supports four
appeal from the Conservancy’s nation
regional offices that provide the exper
al office. What’s going on here?
tise of senior staff specialists in science,
It has been a longstanding Conser
land acquisition, stewardship and other
vancy policy to decentralize our fund
fields to individual state chapters,
raising to the greatest degree possible.
including ours.
Each unit of the organization is respon
While we couldn’t do our job with
sible for raising most of its own operat
out the help of the national and region
ing budget, and funds are raised sepa
al offices, they couldn’t do the Conser
rately for land acquisition projects or
vancy’s work in Maine without a strong
other programs. Membership dues are
state
chapter. And, as the Maine Chap
split equally between local chapters and
ter
’
s
Annual
Appeal accounts for 25
the national organization.
percent
of
our
operating budget, it’s
Internally, this policy means that we
clearly essential to our ability to get the
run a tight ship; as most of the people
job done.
who spend money also have to raise it,
All contributions to the Maine Chap
costs are watched closely.
ter Annual Appeal are used directly and
Externally, this policy provides donors
entirely in Maine. And, while some peo
with the opportunity to determine
ple prefer to give directly to land acqui
which specific aspects of the Conser
sition projects, gifts to our operations bud
vancy’s complex overall mission they
get represent a ‘best buy’ opportunity.
wish to support financially. It also means
Consider this: if we manage to nego
you get a lot of mail.
tiate the purchase of a piece of proper
We encourage Maine Chapter mem
ty for half its appraised value, donors to
bers to support the national organiza
that project get leverage of 1 to 1, or
tion’s annual appeal. Many functions
double their money. Pretty good!
essential to the good management of
But three years ago, we invested
any organization (e.g., finance, account
approximately $ 100,000 from our oper
ing, auditing, data processing, personnel,
ating reserve account (representing
legal, training, etc.) are performed for
unrestricted gifts squirreled away over a
the chapters by the national office,
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period of several years) in promoting
the passage of Maine’s $35 million pub
lic lands acquisition bond issue. The
passage of that measure (by a larger mar
gin of victory than the initial public
referendum, in 1816, on Maine state
hood) translates into a return on your
charitable investment of 350-to-l. Not
bad, as they say, for government work!
Since then, on behalf of the Land for
Maine’s Future Board (the agency cre
ated to disburse the $35 million), we
have negotiated the purchase and pro
tection of several of the state’s most
exceptional natural areas, including the
Kennebunk Plains, Mt. Kineo, and the
40,000 acres of spectacular forests, lakes,
streams and mountains reported in our
colorful June newsletter ... the largest
single conservation land purchase in
Maine’s history.
This fall, in addition to continuing to
vigorously pursue privately-financed land
conservation projects, we are leading the
charge for a second, $19 million public
lands acquisition bond issue. While the
costs of this initiative aren’t yet known,
the return on investment should be at
least comparable (provided you vote
“yes”) as on our first such effort.
Your contributions to our Annual
Appeal won’t directly assist the current
bond issue effort (contributions aren’t
tax- deductible if used to influence leg
islation), but they will provide the
Maine Chapter with the financial
strength to achieve our overall mission,
the protection of Maine’s best remain
ing natural lands. 1 hope we can count
on as much help as you’re able to offer;
for, as a lobster fisherman might say,
“we’ll get you your bait back”.

The Maine Chapter welcomes three new staff members to the office:
Suzanne Drew, Director of Finance and Administration; Kathleen Drew, Stewardship/Protection Assistant;
and Donna Poseno, Administrative Secretary/Bookkeeper.
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Left: Female eider duck. Below: Black
guillemot.

Big Reed Forest
Continued from page 1

gone-and with them the special diver
sity of life contained within old growth
or “virgin” forests. Throughout the 20th
century, most timber has come from
forests that have been cut one, two and
even three times. Few small pockets of
old growth remain, primarily in areas of
difficult access. Today, fewer than 7,000
of Maine’s original 17 million acres of
primeval forest have been spared.
The Maine Chapter’s purchase in
1987 of 3,800 acres of old growth wood
lands around Big Reed Pond protected
by far the largest continuous tract of
virgin forest in New England. In Octo
ber, 1990, the Chapter completed the
purchase of a critical 1,013 acre parcel
to the reserve that protects additional
old growth, a third wilderness pond and
the entire Big Reed watershed. The Big
Reed Forest Reserve, now encompass
ing a total of 4,813 acres, represents
two-thirds of all the documented old
growth forest remaining.in the state.
Old growth forests represent more
than living museums of the majestic
Great North Woods. They also represent
rare ecosystems unaltered by human
activities. Scientists define old growth
forests as comprised of trees at least 150
years of age that have been disturbed
only by the natural forces of storm, fire
and disease. The larger trees at the Big
Reed Forest Reserve are typically over
200 years old.
The Big Reed reserve is a unique envi
ronment, where plants, animals, soils,
and other components of ecological sys
tems have interacted without human
intervention since the retreat of the
glaciers. Many of Big Reed’s species are
uniquely associated with old growth,
and are rare because the forests them
selves are rare.
The Nature Conservancy’s steward
ship of the reserve will protect these rare
elements and sustain one of the greatest
living archives of our natural heritage.

North Libby
and Hog Islands
own East, the Chapter has recent
ly protected two Washington
County bird-nesting areas, North Libby
and Hog islands. These two acquisitions
bring the Chapter’s total number of pro
tected islands to 88, of which 55 remain
under Conservancy management.
North Libby Island, a 90-acre gem in
Machias Bay, boasts sand beaches, dra
matic sea arches, freshwater springs, an
unusual island shrub community, and
populations of rare subarctic flora includ
ing bird’s-eye primrose (Primula lawrentiana) and Hooker’s iris (Iris hookeri).
North Libby’s support of over 1,000
Bird’s-eye primrose
nesting pairs of common eiders ranks it
as one of the state’s most important
Libby to the Department of Inland Fish
seabird nesting islands. North Libby
eries and Wildlife to ensure that the
also sustains a significant nesting pop
island continues to support its rich vari
ulation of black guillemots, a seabird
ety of plant and animal life.
closely related to the puffin.
Throughout the 19th century, both
Continued on page 4
eiders and guillemots suffered continu
al population declines until ratification
of the Migratory Bird Protection Act
in 1916, an international agreement
that regulated seabird and shorebird
hunting and egg-gathering in the Unit
ed States and Canada.
During this century, seabird popula
tions have recovered substantially from
hunting pressures, though ecologists
today continue to express concern about
population declines due to loss or degra
dation of nesting habitat. The Nature
Conservancy plans to transfer North
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The varied topography of Big Reed’s
forest floor is typical of old growth
forests, where fallen trees and other
organic matter are left to decay and
enrich the soils.

Hooker's iris
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North Libby and Hog Islands
Continued from page 3

THOMAS ARTER

Located in South Bay, a remarkably
pristine and visually striking section of
the Cobscook Bay estuarine system, Hog
Island has been the longtime home of
a pair of bald eagles with an unusually
successful breeding history. Rising
steeply to a height of 100 feet, this
densely wooded 12-acre island lies a few
hundred yards north of the Conser
vancy’s Long Island preserve, where the
eagles often roost.
The Maine Chapter has been inter
ested in protecting Hog Island since 1980,
when it acquired Long Island, itself a
historic bald eagle nesting site. The Con
servancy recognized the two islands as
critical anchors in the eagles’ broader
ecological territory in and around Cob
scook Bay. The future health of the bay’s
eagle population depends on securing
prime nesting and roosting areas. Because
these areas are often also attractive places
for residential development, they are in
short supply even in the relatively unde
veloped Cobscook Bay region.

The protection of Hog Island, made
possible in large part by the coopera
tion of its conservation-minded owner,
is one more step forward in the Chap
ter’s efforts to assist in the long-term
recovery of Maine’s eagle population.
A grant from the National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation helped fund the
purchase of the island, which will be
managed by the Chapter as a Nature
Conservancy preserve.
With the purchase of Hog Island,
Conservancy-protected lands in the
Cobscook Bay region now total five
parcels, including Long Island and Cog
gins Head preserves, 200 acres on

Above left:
Hog Island
(center)
and Long
Island
(right), both Nature Conservancy preserves,
provide significant protection for Cobscook
Bays bald eagle population. Above right:
Bald eagle.
Wilbur Neck, and extensive frontage
on Bellier Cove. The Conservancy’s
activities in Cobscook Bay complement
those of the Land for Maine’s Future
Board, which recently purchased Shack
ford Head and Tide Mill Farm.

standing example of a pitch pine/scrub
the most exciting discovery was three
oak community, supports an impressive
ant mimetic species [previously doc
umented only from a few barrens in
array of invertebrates other than moths
and butterflies. Alfred Wheeler, an ento
the eastern United States]. To say I
was surprised to find all three of these
mologist with the Pennsylvania Depart
t is always a happy surprise when
rare ant mimics in Maine is an under
ment of Agriculture recently discov
the Conservancy’s attention is
statement.” (For reasons still unclear
drawn to a natural area by a partic ered 21 “mirid” (plant bug) species on
scrub oaks in the Waterboro Barrens,
to entomologists, it is to the plant
ular group of species or a unique nat
an extraordinary number to be found
hugs’ advantage to mimic ants; per
ural community only to discover the
on one type of oak. Reports Wheeler,
haps their resemblance to ants pro
land in question supports diversity
tects them from visual predators that
“This is a remarkable figure for one
we had not realized in a different
insect family on one plant species....But
have learned to avoid ants.)
realm of the living world. Such was
These exciting insect dis
the case with documentation
coveries at Crystal Bog and
of the remarkable diversity of
Waterboro Barrens underline
lichens, including several new
the importance of protecting
discoveries for Maine, in the
unique natural areas in attain
old growth forests around Big
ing our mission of preserving
Reed Pond. Now we learn that
biological
diversity. Many
Crystal Bog, well known for
unusual
species
and commu
its rare plants, is also home to
nities
are
uncovered
quite by
an ant species never before
accident
on
Conservancy
lands
documented north of Mas
...proving
that
protecting
spe
sachusetts, Mypoclinea mariae,
cial
habitats
is
important
not
discovered by L. M. Mehroff.
only
to
save
the
biological
And we should not be sur
diversity we have catalogued,
prised (in fact we predicted
but for all the less conspicuous
this type of discovery in the Crystal Bog Preserve (4,100 acres) supports over a dozen rare
but
perhaps just as critical
last issue of Maine Legacy!) that and endangered plants and an ant species that was recently doccomponents
of those systems.
Waterboro Barrens, an out umented in Maine for the first time.

Antics in Bogs
and Barrens

I
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MAINE CHAPTER, THE NATURE CONSERVANCY

Annual Report

1989-90

he Maine Chapter of The Nature
Conservancy’s fiscal year ended
June 30,1990 with a superlative record.
In this year alone, the Chapter has
helped protect (through option or pur
chase) 46,000 acres, nearly doubling
the acreage it has protected since its
founding in 1956.
The protected properties, described in
more detail on page 4, range from a
heron-nesting island in Casco Bay to
an Aroostook County woodland bog to
a mile-long sand beach in Down East
Washington County.
Some of the Maine Chapter’s achieve
ments from this extraordinary year include:
1,000-acre Nahmakanta Lake, centerpiece
• negotiated and signed an agreement
agreement negotiated by the Conservancy.
to achieve the largest single conserva
• signed a lease agreement with a lob
tion land purchase in Maine’s history,
stermen’s co-op for part of the harbor area
40,000 acres of northern forest lands
of Damariscove Island. Continuing tra
and other ecologically valuable lands
ditional uses has always been part of the
throughout the state.
management plan for the island preserve.
• completed the purchase of a critical
• received the 1990 National Envi
1,013-acre addition to Big Reed Forest
ronmental
Awards Council Special
Reserve, the largest remaining tract of
Award for Land Acquisition.
virgin forest in New England. The
• worked with the Maine Department of
reserve now protects almost 5,000 acres
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife in pro
and includes the entire watershed of
tecting several Down East sites that are
Big Reed Pond.
top priority for reaching the goals of the
• obtained an option to purchase 1,100
North American Waterfowl Manage
acres of York County pine barrens, con
ment Plan, an international, public-pri
sidered the most threatened forest com
vate effort to save key waterfowl habitat.
munity type in the Northeast.
• purchased 315 acres of valuable water
• secured the Natural Heritage Pro
front property as an addition to the
gram’s full transfer to the State Depart
Rachel Carson National Wildlife Refuge.
ment of Economic and Community
• participated in completion of the
Development.

T

J. MASON MORFIT

Below: Big Reed Forest Reserve

of the State’s 40,000-acre purchase
Northern Forest Lands Study, which iden
tifies strategies to protect the long-term
integrity and traditional uses of remain
ing undeveloped lands in the Northeast.
• increased membership to more than
14,000 households.
• pledged sponsorship, through the Con
servancy’s Latin America Division, of
key conservation organizations in Mex
ico, Bolivia, and Panama to help in their
efforts to preserve biological diversity.
With the rate of species extinction
accelerating daily in Maine and world
wide, the mission of The Nature Con
servancy is as urgent and challenging as
ever. Using both traditional and inno
vative approaches, the Maine Chap
ter’s staff, partner organizations, volun
teers, and members will continue to
work together to protect the state’s most
imperiled natural lands.

1989/90 Stewardship Report
n 1989-90, in response to an evergrowing preserve portfolio and increas
ing responsibilities within the chapter,
the Science and Stewardship Program
expanded to four full time office staff: a
Director and Associate Director of Sci
ence and Stewardship, Administrative
Assistant, and Stewardship/Protection
Assistant.
With the departure of the Heritage
Program, stewardship staff assumed
responsibility for the process of “site
design”, determining the viable bound
aries and protection needs for priority
natural areas. With the help of a summer
intern, stewardship staff developed site
design plans for bogs, forests, river shore
line and sand barrens - all of which pro
vide critical plant and animal habitat.
The chapter supported endangered
species research projects including:

I

The Maine Chapter annually sponsors field trips to its preserves.

both the chapter and national Nature
Conservancy offices, being one of only
three recipients nationally of the Pres
ident’s Stewardship Award.
Our varied preserve management
activities last year included:
• entering into a lease agreement with
the Boothbay Region Lobstermen’s
Coop, allowing traditional use of the
stone pier and camp on Damariscove
Island Preserve

• inventory for a globally rare mayfly
endemic to Maine
• genetic relationships of blueback and
Sunapee char
• reproductive biology of variable sedge,
ram’s head lady’s-slipper and small
whorled pogonia.
Preserve caretakers and volunteers
continued to provide invaluable assist
ance in managing our 83 preserves and
monitoring our 32 easements and 24

The Conservancy has obtained an
option to purchase 12-acre Mark Island
in Casco Bay, a critical nesting site for
herons.
transferred lands. For his four summers
of outstanding volunteer effort, Peter
Blanchard received recognition from

• treating a blight infection in the
American chestnut stand at the Hark
ness Preserve
• fencing piping plover and least tern
nests at Seawall Beach
• conducting inventories of grasshop
per sparrows and northern blazing stars
at Kennebunk Plains

Left: Volunteer
preserve steward
Ralph Hagopian
puts up a welcome
sign at Wreck Island
Preserve. The Con
servancy depends on
over 200 volunteers
statewide to monitor
its 83 preserves and
32 easements.

Right:
Damariscove Island
Harbor
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• welcoming over 30,000 visitors
to the chapter’s most popular pre
serves

1989/90
Heritage
Program
Report

• beginning hazardous waste
assessments for new projects
Stewardship staff developed
management plans for two new
preserves, Preble Island and Per
ham Bog, and initiated a strate
gic planning process to help guide
the program’s activities over the
next five years. Five thousand
dollars were raised to support
stewardship activities at Douglas
Mountain Preserve. Responding
to our “wish lists,” members
donated boats, doors, windows,
tools, radios, cameras, drafting
equipment, and hundreds of hours
of volunteer field and office work.

T

Staff also trained and educated
volunteers, chapter members and
the general public
on a variety of en
dangered species and
land management
issues. The Chapter
co-sponsored the
1990 Endangered
Plant Conference
and offered over a
dozen field trips to
Conservancy-pro
tected lands. Staff
presented a steward
ship workshop at a
state-wide gathering of local land trusts
in cooperation with the Maine Coast
Heritage Trust, and held eight region
al and local preserve stewardship com
mittee meetings involving 70 volun
teer stewards.

Top photo: South Lubec sandbar is one
of the state’s most important stopover
and feeding areas for migrating shore'
birds (lower photo), who arrive in the
fall to feed on the nutrient-rich mud flats
that are exposed during low tides.

Number of Occurrences of Rare and Imperiled Species
Protected by the Maine Chapter
Status

in

Maine

Animals

Plants

Total

Critically imperiled (1-5 occurrences
in the state)

5

24

29

Imperiled (6-20 occurrences
in the state)

9

39

48

Rare (20 or more occurrences
in the state)

26

10

36

40

73

113

Totals

The Nature Conservancy

wo important events occurred in
the past year. The Department of
Economic and Community Develop
ment assumed the full cost of main
taining the Heritage Program, and
the original agreement that transferred
the Heritage Program to the state was
expanded to include the Department
of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife.
The Heritage Program’s endangered
species data base continues to serve as
a central information source for the
Critical Areas Program, the Land for
Maine’s Future Board, and the Depart
ment of Environmental Protection,
as well as for the Conservancy.
Through the Office of Comprehen
sive Planning, the Heritage Program is
systematically providing information
on sensitive habitats to all organized
towns which, by law, must now incor
porate conservation of those habitats
into their comprehensive plans.
The Heritage Program processes
an average of one request for infor
mation each day. These requests come
primarily from landowners and con
sultants, who query the Heritage data
base to determine if their anticipat
ed land-use activities will affect sen
sitive habitats.
During this year, the Heritage Pro
gram has used state monies to initi
ate surveys for sensitive species and
natural communities in more than
100 towns. This work has resulted in
reports of more than 50 new occur
rences of rare species and natural com
munities, including many species
never before reported in Maine. These
reports bring the data base total to
more than 3,000 records.
The Heritage Program also worked
with the Conservancy Science Divi
sion to install a innovative comput
er mapping system. This system is
being used to provide to towns maps
showing general locations of sensi
tive habitats.
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Land Protection Projects
Lands Placed Under Option
During Fiscal Year 1990
(Sites 1'7)
Diamond Occidental Lands
Working with more than eight public
and private agencies, the Conservancy
negotiated a purchase agreement on behalf
of the Land for Maine’s Future Board to
acquire 40,000 acres of prime recreational
and natural lands. The agreement includes
seven distinct sites in eleven different
towns throughout northern and southwest
ern Maine. The properties include:
A. The centerpiece, a 31,500-acre
parcel encompassing all of Nahmakanta Township and the lower
half of Rainbow Township,
includes 50 miles of shoreline on
24 lakes and ponds and 8,000
acres of roadless wilderness;
B. 4,119 acres and 15 miles of
frontage along the Mattawamkeag
River;
C. 1,425 acres of woodlands and
wetlands along four miles of the
Mattagodus Stream;
D. 2,269 acres and 9.4 miles of
frontage along the Androscoggin
River in the towns of Turner and
Leeds;
E. one mile of frontage on the Little
Ossipee River in York County;
F. 90 acres at the summit of Sabattus
Mountain in the town of Lovell;

1

G.

and a 52-acre addition to the Lit
tle Concord Pond State Park.

Big Reed Forest Reserve Addition
T8R 10WELS
By reaching agreement with the Pingree
heirs for the purchase of an additional 1013
acres on the eastern and southern
boundaries of the 3800 acre preserve
acquired in 1987, the Chapter protected
additional virgin forest and another
wilderness pond. The preserve boundary
will now include the entire Big Reed Pond
watershed. Closing on the addition
occurred in August, 1990.

2
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Waterboro Barrens
Waterboro
1100 acres of globally endangered pine barrens in York
County will be protected if the Chapter is able to raise
over $1 million before the expiration of its purchase
option. This land is an exceptional example of a
pitch pine-scmb oak natural community, hosting a
variety of rare species, and may host more species
than any other Conservancy preserve in Maine.

3

North Libby Island
Machiasport
Located in Machias Bay in Washington
County, 92-acre North Libby Island
supports what may be the largest nesting
population of common eiders in the
United States, as well as other seabirds and
a variety of rare plants. Closing on this
$250,000 purchase is scheduled for the
fall of 1990.

4

Mark Island
Harpswell
This 12-acre island in eastern Casco
Bay is a critical nesting site for
six bird species, including
black-crowned night herons,
snowy egrets, and great blue
herons. Now under option to
the Conservancy, this island
may eventually be transferred
to the Maine Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
for management.

5

Hog Island
Lubec
Hog Island is home to an
unusually productive pair of
bald eagles. Located next to the
Conservancy’s Long Island pre
serve in the remarkably undevel
oped South Bay arm of Cobscook
Bay, this wild 12-acre island was
purchased in August, 1990.

6

Perham Bog Addition
Perham
The Chapter took advantage of an
opportunity to enlarge the Chap
ter’s Perham Bog Preserve in
northern Maine, and further the pro
tection of the many rare plant species
found there, by obtaining an option on an abutting 192acre tract. After closing on the purchase, some of the
acreage not essential to the preserve as plant habitat or
buffer zone may be sold to help finance the purchase.

7
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Chapter

Closings During Fiscal Year 1990
(Sites 8-18)
Kennebunk Plains
Kennebunk
This 1,000-acre sandplain community provides
vital habitat for the endangered grasshopper spar
row and four other animals and plants of special
concern in Maine. In 1989, the Conservancy
negotiated the purchase of this threatened natural
community on behalf of the State’s Land for
Maine’s Future Board.

8

Bellier Cove
Edmunds
Sixty acres of prime waterfowl, shorebird and bald
eagle habitat on Cobscook Bay were saved from
subdivision when this tract was purchased from a
real estate development finn. This property
may eventually be transferred to the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service as an addi
tion to the Moosehom National
Wildlife Refuge.

9

South Lubec
Sand Bar
Lubec
6
This unusual barrier beach
and the extensive tidal mud
flats which adjoin it are an
internationally important shore
bird staging area. In the fall, tens of
thousands of shorebirds congregate at
17
this site to feed and rest during their south
ern migration.

W

15

Shapleigh Woods
Shapleigh
The gift of a 265-acre tract from the Patten Corpora
tion was completed during this fiscal year. This new
preserve will ensure protection for one of the world’s
largest known populations of the federally endan
gered small whorled pogonia (Isotria medioloides).

n

Goosefare Brook
Saco
Rescued from becoming a massive planned unit
development, this 308-acre waterfront parcel was
purchased by the Conservancy for $2.5 million as a
high priority addition to the Rachel Carson National
Wildlife Refuge. When federal funding for this acqui
sition to the Refuge was later approved by Congress,
the property was transferred to the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service.

n
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Little Eaton Island
Deer Isle
The gift of a conservation easement from Little Eaton
Island’s owners, Robert Gerber and Jane Arbuckle, adds
this island to the list of East Penobscot islands protected
by the Chapter.

D
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Taunton Bay Islands
Franklin
The acquisition of two small islands offshore of a large
mainland bald eagle site purchased by the Conservancy
in 1989 enhances the protection of the eagle territory as
well as the habitat used by thousands of migratory shore
birds. Located in the Egypt Bay arm of Taunton Bay, one
of the richest estuaries along the Maine coast, these
islands were given to the Conservancy in return for pay
ment of back taxes.
Schoodic Island
Winter Harbor
The Chapter’s decade-long effort to protect this 61-acre
nesting site for bald eagles and sea birds was successfully
concluded when Acadia National Park acquired the
island in a four-way closing involving the Conservancy,
the Town of Winter Harbor, the landowner and the
Park.

1

zC Mt. Kineo
Kineo Township
Mt. Kineo on Moosehead Lake, one of Maine’s best
known natural landmarks, was permanently protected
when the State’s Land for Maine’s Future Board pur
chased this 800-acre property in a transaction negotiated
by the Chapter. Mt. Kineo is home to peregrine falcons
and a variety of rare plants.

D
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Western Brothers Island
Jonesport
This Down East landmark, home to seabirds and rare
plants, has now been added to the growing list of coastal
islands protected by the Conservancy. Following its
purchase by the Conservancy, the island was transferred
to the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife for management of its seabird resources.

Squid Island
Mt. Desert
A gift of William Newbold and Sarah V. Newbold, this
small island off the western shore of Mt. Desert, impor
tant to a variety of bird species, joins the Conservancy’s
holdings as the Newbold Preserve.

18
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Life Members
Charles F. Adams
S. C. and K. Murray Allain
James and Sarah Birkett
Professor and Mrs. Archille H. Biron
Marguerite S. Britter
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Creighton, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Kinsley Van R. Dey
Mrs. Norman W. Doudiet
John N. Goodridge
Mrs. Francis T. Goodwin
Mr. and Mrs. Roger B. Gorham
Elaine and William Hanton
Winthrop C. Henderson
Austin M. Jones
Dr. and Mrs. Frederick G. Kilgour
Harry R. Madeira
Phyllis J. Mannhardt
Dr. and Mrs. Hadley Parrot
Joan Perry
Helene F. Pinel
Bruce L. and Jane C. Poliquin
Richard S. Schager
Heide and Francis Schumann
Dorothy Mae Small
Dr. and Mrs. Alan R. Solander
Robert J. Stackpole
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Swenson
Audrey Thibodeau
D. R. and Barbara Weedon
Rosamond and Donald Weir
Gertrude S. Wister

Corporate Sponsors
An annual gift of $500 or more qual
ifies a business as a corporate sponsor of
the Maine Chapter. We are pleased to
welcome the following as corporate
sponsors:
Diversified Communications
Falcon Shoe Manufacturing Co.
Michael Mahan Graphics
H. M. Payson & Co.

Corporate Associates
A corporation becomes a Corporate
Associate of The Nature Conservancy
upon contributing between $ 1,000 and
$10,000 annually to the operations of
the organization. The Conservancy is
pleased to have the support of the fol
lowing Maine businesses as Corporate
Associates:
L. L. Bean, Inc.
Harborside Graphics
J. M. Huber Corporation
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Corporate Members
An annual gift of $ 100’or more qual
ifies a business as a corporate member of
the Maine Chapter. We are pleased to
have received support from the follow
ing during 1989-90:
Acadia Travel, Inc.
Allen Agency - Insurance
Atkinson Contract Services
Bangor & Aroostook Railroad
Bath Iron Works
Blue Hill Books
Blue Rock Industries
Cascade Woolen Mill, Inc.
Casco Northern Bank
C. E. Environmental
Consolidated Hydro, Inc.
CYRO Industries
Dead River Co.
Deering Lumber Co.
Rufus Deering Co.
Digital Equipment Corporation
Dow & Coulombe
First NH Bank of Maine
G & S Commercial Brokers
Robert G. Gerber, Inc.
Great Northern Paper Co.
Hancock Lumber Co.
John Hancock Mutual Life
Insurance
Harborside Graphics
(also Corporate Associate)
Holmes Distributors
The Irland Group
Johnson & Johnson
Kennebunk Savings Bank
The Knowles Company
Life Sports of Maine
Meiser & Earl, Inc.
Morgan Guaranty Trust Co.
Moody & Co.
Morris Yachts, Inc.
Morton Lumber Co.
Thos. Moser Cabinetmakers
Moss Inc.
Murray, Plumb, & Murray
New England Business Services
Peat Marwick Main & Co.
Prime Tanning Co., Inc.
Proprietors of Union Wharf
Quality Tree Growth
J. T. Rosborough, Inc.
Charles W. Sawyer, Jr.
Sevigney Insurance Agency
Small Hydro East
Tom’s of Maine
S. R. Tracy, Inc.
Voyagers Whitewater

Wishcamper O’Neil Properties
J. B. Wright &. Co.
Wasco Products, Inc.

Foundations
We are grateful for the support of the
following foundations:
Aldermere Foundation
The Baldwin Foundation
The Conservation Fund
Walter and Josephine Ford Fund
Fore River Foundation
Four Seals Foundation
Lucia P. Fulton Foundation
The Island Foundation
Maine Community Foundation
Mildred H. McEvoy Foundation
Gerrish H. Milliken Foundation
The Nine Wicket Foundation
Norweb Foundation
O’Donnell Iselin Foundation
The Joan Whitney and Charles
Shipman Payson Foundation
The Quaker Oats Foundation
The Rust Foundation
Richard Saltonstall Charitable
Foundation
Elmina B. Sewall Foundation
Sharpe Family Foundation
Rosamond Thaxter Foundation
Macauley and Helen Dow Whiting
Foundation
Foster B. Whitlock Charitable Trust
Woodward Fund

Organizations
We are pleased to receive support
from the following organizations:
Abnaki Ski and Outing Club
Castine Conservation Trust
Friends of Nature, Inc.
Garden Club of Mt. Desert
Josselyn Botanical Society
Town of Kennebunk
Kennebunk, Kennebunkport, &
Wells Water District
Old Bristol Garden Club
Penobscot County Conservation
Association
Ramanascho Land Preservation
Trust
Small Point Association
Sunkhaze Stream Chapter, Trout
Unlimited

The Nature Conservancy

Memorial Gifts
Richard Adler
Gregory Baker
C. A. Bauer
Norman Beals
Scott Bickel
Harry H. Bragg, Sr.
Walter Bringolf
Donald C. Carrigan
Ralph T. Crane
Evelyn Cressey
G. D. Enos, Jr.
Jane Warnock Finley
Dr. Nicholas Fish
Caroline Pratt Fisher
Ada Fraser Fitzpatrick
Margaret (Peg) Fuller
Phyllis Gibson
Gerard P. Giguere
Alfred H. Gledhill
Harry Goodridge
Forrest Grafton
Bethany Ellen Grover
Elijah Reuben Howe
Esther M. Johnson
Martin T. Kane, Jr.
David L. Kayser
Freeman J. MacDonald
Marion MacMahon
Dorothea Marston
William B. Martz
Luke McConnell
Jane G. McPhedran
Dr. Eugene Meyer
Richard Mintz
Paul Morgan
Aram Mougalian
Irene Packard
John C. Page
Sarah Janney Rose
Carrie H. Rowe
Frances Fox Sandmel
Louise Hoeh Saul
Timothy Scully
Vincent Shevlin
Jonathan M. Steere, Jr.
Le Roy Thompson
Carrie Trap
Julia Anna Voss
Mabel Waterhouse
Selma Bowditch Jones Wheaton
Child of Peter and Betsy Winter
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1989/90
Finance
Report

Income: $848,356

he continuing support of the
Conservancy’s members and
friends permitted the Maine Chap
ter to have another strong fiscal year,
ending firmly in the black. Working
with an operations budget of just
$840,000, the Chapter was able to
negotiate the acquisition of over
46,000 acres valued in excess of $22
million.
Contributions
25%
Comparison with the financial fig
Individual
20%
ures in last year’s Annual Report show
Corporate
2%
a ten percent increase in income and
Foundation
3%
a sixteen percent increase in expenses. Endowments
24%
Both the variance in income and Land Preservation Fund
19%
expenses can be attributed, in large Membership Dues
18%
part, to the creation of a Develop Other
9.5%
ment and Communications activity
(Transfers, Interest on
including the addition of three new
Operating Balances, etc.)
staff members.
Miscellaneous Income
4.5%
The excess of income over
(Annual Meeting, Field Trips,
expenses for the 1989-90 fiscal year
Contract Fees, etc.)
has been transferred by the Board of
Trustees to the Chapter’s Operating
Expenses: $841,332
Reserve Account, a “ready fund”
which can be applied to emergency
land purchases or other unanticipat
ed land conservation opportunities.
Clearly, the Chapter’s capacity to
protect the best examples of Maine’s
natural heritage is directly depen
dent on our financial resources. We
are grateful to all those who, once
again, provided what we needed to
get the job done.
The following charts break down
the Chapter’s operating income and
expenses for fiscal year 1989-90.
They are estimates derived from pre Science and Stewardship
23%
liminary financial reports. They do Land Protection
22%
not include major capital expendi Development and
tures (e.g., land purchases); nor do
Communications
17%
they include the value of cash dona Membership Services
16%
tions to land acquisition and/or stew Transfer to Operating
ardship campaigns , or the value of
Reserve
16%
donated properties.
Administration
6%
A complete, audited financial
statement for The Nature Conser
vancy will be available later this year.
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Nature
Conservancy
TRUSTEES, FY 1989/90
Officers: Sherry F. Huber, Chair, Falmouth;
Dr. Peter Corcoran, Vice-chair, South
Freeport; Marilyn Moss Rockefeller,
Vice-chair, Camden; Donald F. Mairs,
Secretary, Belgrade; Charles J. Micoleau,
Treasurer, Portland.
Trustees: William W. Alcorn, Biddeford;
Michael W. Aube, Bangor; William D.
Blair, Jr., Vinalhaven; Weston Bonney,
Portland; George W. Cochrane III, West
Southport; Dr. Malcolm Coulter, East
Holden; Minnette H. Cummings, Portland;
Jane Holt de Frees, Rumford; Elizabeth
Donnan, Northeast Harbor; Scott F.
Hutchinson, Cumberland Foreside; Cherie
Mason, Sunset; Dr. Ray B. Owen, Jr., Orono;
Robert J. Piampiano, Portland; Dr. Ralph H.
Robins, York; Dr. C. Tattersall Smith, South
Berwick; Carol A. Wishcamper, Freeport.
Charter Honorary’ Trustee: Edward
T. Richardson, Jr., South Portland.

STAFF
Vice-president and Executive Director,
J. Mason Morfit; Associate Director, Kent
Wommack; Director of Science and Steward
ship, Barbara St. John Vickery; Heritage
Program Director, John Albright; Director of
Land Protection, Jim Dow; Director of
Development, William A. McCue; Director of
Finance and Administration, Suzanne Drew;
Associate Director of Science and Stewardship,
Julie Henderson; Communications Coordina
tor, Johanna Thomas; Stewardship/ Protection
Assistant, Kathleen Drew; Administrative
Assistant, Jeanne Desjardins; Membership
Secretary, Barbara Clark; Administrative
Assistant, Development, Joan Acord; Admin
istrative Secretary/Bookkeeper, Donna Poseno.

he Nature Conservancy is an inter
national, nonprofit conservation
organization that works to preserve rare
plants, animals and natural communities
by protecting the lands and water they
need to survive. The Conservancy and
its members have been responsible for
the protection of over 5,600,000 acres of
forests, marshes, prairies, deserts, moun
tains, and islands. The Conservancy
obtains virtually all of its support from
private, tax-deductible contributions.
Since its founding in 1956, the Maine
Chapter of The Nature Conservancy
has protected over 90,000 acres of
Maine’s finest natural lands. In recent
years, it has protected several million
Saw'whet owl chicks
dollars worth of property annually. Many
lands are retained and managed by the
Conservancy; some are subsequently
system of privately owned nature pre
transferred to municipal, state and fed
serves in the state. Its holdings include
eral agencies for conservation and recre
Maine’s single largest seabird nesting
ational management.
colony, New England’s largest old
With the help of 14,000 individual,
growth forest, 14 bald eagle nesting sites,
corporate and foundation supporters,
55 coastal islands, and a number of pre
the Maine Chapter manages the largest
serves that protect globally-endangered
plants.
Each year, an estimated 30,000 peo
ple visit the Chapter’s preserves, on
their own or as participants in the Chap
ter’s guided field trips. Nature study, pic
nicking, birdwatching and other day
time recreational activities are allowed
on virtually all of the Conservancy’s
preserves. An illustrated guide to 60
preserves, including maps and natural
history information, is available from
the Chapter office in Topsham.

T

Left: Calypso orchid. Below: Hikers rest
after a strenuous field trip to Big Reed
Forest Reserve.

John Albright, Heritage Program
Director, with future herpetologists.
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Thank You Volunteers!
hroughout the summer, the staff
depends on volunteers around
the state who generously donate their
time to help us out during the busi
est season of the year. This page is
devoted to giving our deep thanks long overdue - to our tireless crews
of volunteers.

T

THANK YOU TO:
• Volunteer ‘biomonitors’ who have
helped search for and inventory Carex
polymorpha and Isotria medeoloides, and
survey natural communities at Crystal
Bog, Kennebunk Plains, and along Mer
rymeeting Bay:
Dorothy Spaulding
Nancy McReel
Sally Rooney
Patricia Ledlie
Candy McKellar
Georgia Hall
Betsy Newcomer
• Volunteers who have helped monitor
nesting piping plovers and least terns at
Seawall Beach:
Ron Proctor
Mr. and Mrs. George Sargent
Rod and Joan Cart
Gayle Briggs
Joe Sukaskas
Macky Bennett
Sue Blood
Dana Michaud
• the people who helped rebuild Damariscove Island’s East Point Tower, long val
ued by the community as a navigational
landmark:
For donated tools, labor and construc
tion expertise: Peter Dunn, Mark Dorsey,

Chub Whitten, Barry Ryan, Bill
Whitaker, and others;
For providing parking and
dock space: Peter and Heidi Lar
son, Newagen Inn;
For transportation of volun
teers and materials: Hamilton
Meserve, Dan Kaier, and Brian
Barter;
For donated materials: Poole
Brothers Lumber;
And to Heather Whitaker
and Scott Hedges, Damariscove
caretakers, an extra big thanks
for “above and beyond the call
of duty” service in seeing this
project through.
• Damariscove substitute care
takers, who made it possible for
Heather and Scott to enjoy days
off the island:
Donald Harrington
Peter Frewen and Margaret
Rice
Jon Luoma
Florence and Tom Shoener.
• Our many volunteer field trip
leaders; the field trip program
wouldn’t be the success it is with
out their high quality leadership:
John Albright
Peter Vickery
Ron Nowell
Linda Alverson
Judy Markowsky
Mark Sweeney
Carolee Ferris
Lissa Widoff
John Kokajko
Charlie Todd
Mark McCollough
Peter Blanchard
Kenneth Crowell
Tat Smith
Brian Beal

Above: Volun'
teers spent long
hours helping to
protect the
Harkness Pre'
serve’s Amer'
ican chestnut
trees from the
deadly blight
that has devas'
tated most of
the nation’s
populations of
this tree. Right:
The newly'
completed East
Tower, a valued landmark on the Damariscove
Island Preserve.

• The cadre of foresters and students who
were vital in reestablishing monitoring
and management of the American chest
nut trees at the Harkness Preserve. Our
appreciation to organizer Peter Blanchard
and volunteers Welles Thurber, Didier
Bonner-ganter, Jay Cook and Bob Dan
forth for their efforts in saving these trees
from chestnut blight.

Bill Silliker, Jr., wildlife photographer

• The terrific crews, organized by local
volunteers, who helped clean up exten
sive blowdowns caused by last Novem
ber’s storm at Crockett Cove Woods and
Femaid’s Neck preserves.

• Our growing volunteer “airforce,”
including Dick Smith of Brunswick and
Spike Haible, founder of Flightwatch, a
nonprofit flying service for environmen
tal organizations.
• Loyal office workers, including Susan
Russell for her undying commitment to
maintaining order of our slide and map
collections; and Tom Chaplin for his artis
tic input in creating a Chapter display
and for his help at the Annual Meeting.
• Bill Silliker, Jr., wildlife photographer,
who has traveled the state from Lubec to
Waterboro photographing Conservancy
lands for the Chapter.
LAST BUT NOT LEAST ... a big
thanks to all our volunteer preserve, ease
ment and transfer monitors who have
sent in their 1990 reports ahead of dead
line. We couldn’t do it without you! (And
just a friendly reminder to monitors who
haven’t reported yet: October 1 has
passed! We hope to hear from you soon.)
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Land for Maine’s Future
New Bond Issue
for Public Land
Acquisition
On November 6th, Maine voters
will have the opportunity to help
continuation of the Land for
Maine’s Future Board’s work by
voting “Yes” on #5 to authorize
a bond issue in the amount of
$19 million for public land acqui
sition, of which $8.5 million will
fund the LMFB.
The bond issue will also provide
$8.5 million for wildlife habitat
acquisitions by the Department
of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife.
In addition, $2 million will be
earmarked for farmland preserva
tion and repair of the Churchill
Dam on the Allagash Wilderness
Waterway.
The Maine Chapter enthusiasti
cally endorses this bond issue, and
asks its members to express their
support for statewide land protec
tion. The renewal of funding for
public land acquisition may be the
most significant and lasting gift we
can make for the next generation of
Maine people.

Above: At the southern end of
Cobscook Bay, the LMFB has
protected Tide Mill Farm, a 1520acre coastal property home to bald
eagles, shorebirds and wintering black
ducks. The land includes several
hundred acres of woodlands and
provides access for recreation.

The Land for Maine’s Future Board’s
purchase of over 4,000 acres and 15
miles of frontage on the Mattawamkeag River will protect habitat for a
rich diversity of wildlife. This stretch of
river, in eastern Penobscot County, is
one of central Maine’s most important
sites for nesting and migrating wildfowl.

We Are Qrateful For...
Memorial Gifts
Gifts in memory of the following
individuals have been received by the
Maine Chapter:
Philip L. Cress
Dr. George A. Dodge, Il
Phyllis Edgerton
Vivian Smith
Wayne Treder
Nancy Walton
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Corporate Support

Foundation Support

An annual gift of $ 100 or more qual
ifies a business as a corporate member
of the Maine Chapter. We are pleased
to have received support from the fol
lowing:
Poole Brothers Lumber
Wood Structures, Inc.

We are grateful for the support of
the following foundations:
Macauley and Helen Dow Whit
ing Foundation
Maine Community Foundation

Organizational Support
We are grateful to the Small Point
Association for its support.

Vote YES on #5
Since September of
1988, the Land for
Maine’s Future
Board (LMFB) has
evaluated properties
proposed by
individuals,
conservation
organizations and
state agencies. As
this newsletter goes
to press, 18
properties have been
protected through
purchase or option.
These lands
encompass 47,464
acres and 101 miles
of shoreline, and are
valued at more than
$25 million. The
photos on these two
pages illustrate a
minute cross-section
of these magnificent
properties.

Kennebunk Plains, a
1,000-acre sandplain
community, is home to a
number of threatened
species and also provides
important open space and
game habitat. This property
was the Land for Maine’s
Future Board’s first
acquisition

This spectacular 210-acre parcel of
shorefront land in Cutler,
Washington County, protects over
four miles of rocky coast and
will be managed as a recreational
area by the Bureau of Public Lands.
The LMFB purchased the property
for $2.5 million.

SUE VAN HOOK

The LMFB’s acquisition
of nearly 500 acres of
frontage on Dodge Point
on the Damariscotta River
will protect undeveloped
shoreline, beaches and
woodlands for public recreation.

800 acres and nearly three
and a half miles of shoreline are
included in the LMFB’s purchase of
Mount Kineo, the most prominent
landscape feature of Moosehead
Lake. The area now provides
camping, hiking, and water access.

State Parks and Historic Sites Bond Issue
The legislature has also authorized a $5 million bond issue for the
repair and maintenance of key state park facilities and historic
buildings throughout Maine. This bond issue would ensure con
tinued, safe public access to dozens of state parks and historic sites.
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Conservancy
Maine Legacy
Published six times yearly by the Maine Chap
ter of The Nature Conservancy, 122 Main
Street, P.O. Box 338, Topsham, Maine 04086;
telephone (207) 729-5181. Submissions of
articles, illustrations and photographs are wel
come.
Subscriptions to this newsletter are available
to members. Membership dues are as follows:
Life, $1,000 (one-time); Acorn, $100; Sup
porting, $50; Contributing, $35; Family, $25;
Subscribing, $15. More than 14,000 house
holds currently support the Conservancy’s
work in Maine.

We're not the only passengers on the ark... please give to the Annual Appeal.

TRUSTEES
Officers: Carol A. Wishcamper, Chair,
Freeport; Marilyn Moss Rockefeller,
Vice-chair, Camden; William W. Alcorn,
Vice-chair, Biddeford; Charles J. Micoleau,
Treasurer, Portland; Donald F. Mairs,
Secretary, Belgrade.
Trustees: Kenneth S. Axelson, Rockland;
Michael W. Aube, Bangor; William D.
Blair, Jr., Vinalhaven; Weston Bonney, Port
land; George W. Cochrane III, West South
port; Jane Holt de Frees, Rumford; Jean
M. Deighan, Bangor; Elizabeth Donnan,
Northeast Harbor; Horace A. Hildreth, Jr.,
Portland; Scott F. Hutchinson, Cumberland
Foreside; John Lincoln, South Freeport;
Dr. Ray B. Owen, Jr., Orono; Robert
J. Piampiano, Portland; Dr. Ralph H. Robins,
York; Maurine P. Rothschild, Dark Harbor;
Dr. C. Tattersall Smith, South Berwick.
Charter Honorary Trustee: Edward
T. Richardson, Jr., South Portland.

STAFF
Vice-president and Executive Director,
J. Mason Morfit; Associate Director, Kent
Wommack; Director of Science and Steward
ship, Barbara St. John Vickery; Heritage
Program Director, John Albright; Director of
Land Protection, Jim Dow; Director of
Development, William A. McCue; Director of
Finance and Administration, Suzanne Drew;
Associate Director of Science and Stewardship,
Julie Henderson; Communications Coordina
tor, Johanna Thomas; Stewardship/ Protection
Assistant, Kathleen Drew; Administrative
Assistant, Jeanne Desjardins; Membership
Secretary, Barbara Clark; Administrative
Assistant, Development, Joan Acord; Admin
istrative Secretary/Bookkeeper, Donna Poseno.
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For
wild lands
and wild
creatures...
Vote YES on
#5, the bond
issue for
public land acquisition.
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